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ST XAVIER'S UNIVERSITY SETS
TARGET OF 10,000 STUDENTS

Plans are underway to launch School of Design, School of
Nursing and School of Engineering and Technology

t Xavier's University startod
operations in February 2017 in
Kolkata. Rev Dr | Felix Raj, 51
Vice-Chancellor, remembers
that the institute had anly 400
students at the time. Today, it has grown
0 4,000 and the educarionist believes
that by 2035, the number will increase o

m!s;hoindudaphmr to start o School
of Desagn, School of Numing, and another
School of ring and Technology.
For the V-C. it is important to

the institute not just acadernisally but
also in terms of infrastructure so that the
students of West Benp]dnm igrate

VISION 2035

o other states for quality
Millerlum Post chats with the V-C on
expansion plans, Vision 2035, and more.

Ohur mission then was to reach out
as many studenis as possible. In fact, our
St Xaviers College in Park Sweel,
Kolkata. had around 9.000- 10,000
studenis and it was overioaded. So. we
said we must stan expanding. Expansion
is for reaching out o 33 many swdents
as possible. keeping in view our own
charism. Right now, 5t Xaviers
University has grown both academically
and in terms of infrastructure. We

sarted with 400 students.

serve has to grow, or it dies out. But
since the beginning, the Government
of West Bengal. our stakeholders. and
mainly our alunni have been good to
us, and it helped us grow. | want o
thank the alumns as 1 often cite this
university a5 a case study for exemplary

alumini association participutian

So, what's Vision 2035 for the institute?
By 2035, we would like at least a
minimum of 10,000 shudents. We already
have the Schoal of Business and School of
Taw. Next year, we are starting our School

of Engineenng and Technology with

Al-focused courses, besides the

:au.rscs. We also want to start a Sdlool of
Design very soon in collaboration with

T Khasagpur, We are ako phnnlnl w0

start a School of Nursing in Kolkata

have asked the Faculty b

10 |h|n'k
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We also gim to
collaborate with other
private universities,
because oor focus is to
ensure thot students
from West Bengal do
not feel the need te
migrate to other stut
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other initiatives, we pow have an entirdy
new curriculum that places arong
emphasis on |l|l¢ﬂ\>|llpx plar.er:rm and
This is supported by a

in search of quality

education

— Father Felix Raj, founder
V-C of 5t Xevier's
University, Kstkata

aloud, to be creathe.

| understand that an institutions
reputation is often linked to student
placements and salury packages.
While placement is certainly important, |
believe we need 1o think beyond
that. Can we train our students te
become job creators instead of job
seckers? Entrepreneurship is the need of

the hour.

wnhatmdahu-wmm

academds cation
and skill devels
Nao, it goes hand in hand. The UGC

has abso emphasised this, With the
duction of the NEP 2020 and various

restructured credit svstemn that indudes
value-added courses. dkill enhancement
programmes. core subjects and minor
subjects. All of these are shaping a
more holistic and future-ready
education mode., including optional
subijects as well

Todav. university and college
education must go hand in hand with
skill development. In the past, our
students were often found 1o he unfit for
roles in industries and business howses
becavse academic training followed one
wrientation. while industry

" (OURTISY GaaTeM B0

sectors, how b 5 Xaviers Usdversity
prepuring its fucdty to adapt to this
trchmndogical shift?

Al wont take over. it can’t take
over. But we have to aceept the fact
that Al is smarter, more periect. and
very accurate. For instance. a doctor
can operate only 3 times, but Al can
operate any number of times. That is the
advantage. But Al will never take aver
human intelligence. We have introduced
an Al-based Learning Managemen
Systern herr. where the teachers are going
Ih.ruugh orientation.

You've requested an additional 10
moﬂm;:wnrhr Wiest Bengal

followed another. To bridge this gap. the
industry-academia interface must now be
pnomngd. As that interface mrnglhen.s.

st also take
for sklll formation. Activities | like business
it 158 Nander's Uy v recenthy

P campus cxp

Yo, we have regquested an additional
10 acres of land. The land is available,
and | am actively pursuing the matter. 1
have already identified the plot and have
‘poh-n lnnﬂirlah. in the Wt Bengal

| rernain hopeful that the

held a business summit. Serar - X: The
Strategic Mind Forum) and industry
engagement are crucial in narrowing

the divide. What is being proposed. and
rightly s0. is that skill enhancement and
value-added courses should be bul
directly into the curmiculume It not about
degrees versus skills. 1t's about degrees
along with skills.

With Al increasingty impacting all

wovernment will be considerate, They
had earlier granied us 17 acres. and |
believe they will continue to extend their
support for our expansion, ially

as we plan to serve between 10,000 and
20,000 students as the university grows.
We alio aim to collaborate with other
private universities, because cur focus is
to ensure that students from West Bengal
do not feel the need to migrate to other
states in search of quality education.



