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In a democratic
system, the

idea of ethics

in public life
encompasses not
only politicians
and civil servants
but also the
whole body of
citizens bound
together and
inspired by
purposes and
common ends
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NO HALF TRUTHS

Inculcating ethics

Combating corruption and ensuring ethical governance require systemic reforms.
greater transparency. and a renewed focus on societal values to uphold public trust

of institutions and offices respaa-
sible for discharging vanous state

The bolder of a
public office is a trusice of the
public power attached to that
office. Therefore, public officials
are required to uphold and dem-
onstratc in thar actions cthical
values such as high standards
of conduct, spirit de corps, sclf-
sacrifice, public duty, and gen-
cral concern for the social good.

In a democratic system,
the idea of cthics in public life
cncompasscs not only politicians
and divil servants but also the
wholc body of citizens bound
together and inspired by pur-
poses and common ends. Public
officials have to embody in them-
sclves not only moral qualitics
but also moral attitudes. These
two values play an important role
promoting cffective governance.
Public lcaders have to practice
these values.

‘The Gita says that whatever
decd is donce by the Shrestha peo-
ple in public offices, the com-
munity follows. Thus, the public
offidials have to shoulder a heavy
moral load. Acharya Kriplani
reminded the members of the
framing the new constitution of
India, “We have cnundiated not
merdy legal, constitutional and
formal prindiples, but moral prin-
got to be lived in life_ to ensure
the success of the Constitution”

In this context, the concept of
administrative theology, where
the focus is on scrvice to others,
sclf-sacrifice, particularly to the
communty at large, assumes spe-
guiding pubhcoﬁaa!s indude
sclflessness, intcgrity, objoctivity,

importance
of cthics in public lifc cannot be
averstated. bt is crucial for baild-
ing trust betwoen citizms and the
govarnment, promoting account -
ability, and ensuring that power
is cxercised in a responsible and
cthical values, public officials can
demonstrate their commitment
to serving the public interest and

indla’s score on Cormuption Perteption Index dropped to 39 In 2023
from 40 a year ago

pmmounglhcoommongood.
is a pervasive

of public power for private bene-
fit has adversely impacted 82 per
cent of respondents, according to
the India ion Rescarch
Report 2023. This is farther cor-
roborated by the Corruption Per-
ception Index, which shows that
Indiss scoredropped to 39in 2023
from 40 a year ago, indicatingan
inarease in corruption. The effects
of corruption arc far-reaching,
ing the country’s image
intcrnationally and leading to
lost overscas opportunitics. Cor-
ruption also undermines trustin
institutions, perpetuates inoqual-
ity, and hinders economic growth.
The most commeon forms of
corruption in India inchude brib-
ery, ncpotism, and patronage.
Thesc practices are not new and
have been prevalent in various
forms throughout history, indud-
as Egypt, Babylon, and Jewish
sodicty. To combat corruption,
it is essential to address its root
causes, inchuding excessive reg-
ulations, cornplicated tax and
licensing systems, and discretion-

corruption.
In rocent years, India has wit-
movements, leading to changes
of new political par-
tics, such as the Aam Admi Party,
and the dedline of traditional
partics, like the Indian National
Congress, reflect the growing
demand for accountability and
transparency. The government

has also taken stcps to address

the demon-
ctization of high-valuc carrency
notes in 2016. However, more
nceds to be done to tackle the
decp-seated issucs of corruption
and promote a culture of integrity
and transparency.

The issuc of comuption in
India is deeply ingrained, with
historical roots dating back to
the Saptanga theory of state
conceptuakized by Chanakya,
which mentions the embezzle-
ment of public funds by govern-
Rulc, corruption was rampant,
with cven high- mnkmgBrmdl
officials bribes. The
British rulers institutionalized a
culture of graft through the Offi-
cial Sccrets Act of 1923, Afier

in the 1990s brought an end to
thlssystem.corrupt pracnccs
cantinued in different forms, as
cvident in the coalblocks and 2G
spectrum scams.

The liberalization of the
Indian economy has not been
accompamedbyooncspond
ing political and administrative
reforms, nor has there been a
significant in valucs. As
a resubt, public officials continne
to wicld significant powcr with-

amendments, aim to promote
However, the lack of cffective
governmental will to strengthen
these processes has hindered their
cffcctivencess.

Social audit, a part of pub-
Empirical studics have high-
lighted the necd for bottom-up
pressurc and Citizens
to drive the decentralization pro-
cess. However, these clements are
curvently lacking, undermining
the cffectiveness of deceatral-
been activdy working to combat
corruption since 1963, with sev-
cral key milestones and institu-
tions established to tackle this
issue. The Santhanam Commit-
tecs report led to the areation of
the Cantral Vigilance Commis-
sion (CVC) as the apex anti-cor-
ruption body: The first Lokayukta
office was set up in 1966, with
state-kevd offices following suit.
The Comptroller and Auditor
Gencral of India was established
in 1971 to ensurc accountability
and transparency in government
finances.

A significant addition to
india’s anti-corruption cfforts is
the Right to Information (RT1)
Act of 2005. This legislation
cmpowers citizens to request
mformauon about government

promoting transparency
andacooumabdny The RTI Act
has been instrumental in expos-
ing scveral high-profile scams,
induding the Adarsh Housing
scandal and the Commonwealth
Games corruption case.
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issuc in India. The lack of genu-
inc governmental will to tackle
corruption has hindered prog-
ress, with administrative changes
and constitutional amendments
curtailing the powersof the Chief
Information Commissioner The
movement haslost
momentum, and the scope of RTI
ications has been reduced.
To strengthen India’s anti-
cormuption framework, experts
recommend amending the Con-
corruption and designate it as a
fundamental dity of the state and
afundamental right against cor-

track records from contesting

dections, and establishing spe-
cal fast-track courts to expedite
corruption cases are crucial steps
towards creating a more transpar-
ent and accountable governance
system. By implementing these
measurcs, India can revitalize its
anti-corruption cfiorts and pro-
mote a culture of transparency
and accountability.
Corruption in India is a

to combat. Despite the exis-
tence of institutional fighters,
such as the Central Vigilance
Commission and Lokpal, cor-
ruption persists due to various
factors, including weak institu-
tions and ladk of cffective enfarce-
ment mechanisms. The issue is
further complicated by the fact
that large-scale and top-level
corruption often reccives media
attention, while street-level cor-
ruption, which affects the masses,
remains unnoticed and unat-
tended. Digitization of public
scrvices has emerged as a posi-
tive trend, bt it is insufficient
to act as an cffective check on
tion.

To cffectively tackle corrup-
tion, thereis anced to reform old
laws and restructure the criminal
tice of allowing opaque dectoral
bonds is a significant concern,
as it perpetuates corruption in
key sectoss of the cconomy and
socicty. Moreover, the erosion
of moral valucs, exacerbated by
the risc of iberalization and con-
sumerist culture, necessitates a
new process of socialization. This
can begin in familics and maturc
with a focus on inculcating val-
ucs that promote integrity and
transparency.

Ultimately, anmlupmngcd

and a rencwed focus on sodal-
ization and valuc-based educa-
tion. Oaly then can India hope to
cmcrge as a keading global power
in this century.
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