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In remote villages that cannot access the privi-
leges of digital media, the role of community 
radio reigns supreme at the grass-root level for 

rural development. The medium has 
empowered millions of people; an example 
being the isolated neighborhoods of Africa, 
where ordinary citizens now have the opportu-
nity to discuss issues like gender-relations and 
combating HIV/AIDS. 

has now become a prime means of education, 
self-expression and communication. "We can 
get information on cotton farming, even put 
announcements on air to 

tell our relatives about important events," said 

Mahaweli community radio has been hailed as 
a bright source of light in the dark villages of 
central Sri Lanka, for having educated the 

citizens about development 
projects, health projects, 
cultural transmissions, as 
well as social and economic 
development of their villag-

Nepal and Bangladesh also 

programs for local develop-
ment, and for the preserva-
tion of their local culture 
and identity.
Since 1973, community 
radio in Bhutan has come a 
long way in not only preserv-
ing Bhutanese culture and 

traditions, but also disseminating information 
to the locals. Many Bhutanese were worried 
about the impending risk of losing their old 
and folk songs as the young generation was not 
keen on learning, but community radio came to 
the rescue and helped in the continuation of 
their culture. Even today when digital media is 
booming at explicit heights, thousands of 

their local villages all around the world that 
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radio has served to aid the 

Second World War – propa-
ganda, which serves as a fair 

War 1 witnessed the success 
of the Allies, later adding fuel 

the Second World War, who 
envisioned Nazi’s adaptation 
of propaganda to meet their 
goals. 
In Mein Kampf, Hitler wrote, 
"It is a terrible weapon in the 
hand of those who know how 
to make use of it." And thus 
began the usage of radio 

into the German public about 
the party's cause, ultimately 
unifying them. Germans also 

pre-determined agenda in the 
Allied countries which had 

ers. 1939-45 witnessed the 

the Allied and Axis forces, 

where nothing could account 
for their credibility of news 

native country's power.
As radio continued to be the 

logically manipulate people's 
thought process, it further 
facilitated indoctrination and 
international communication 
during the Cold War. Govern-

like Voice of America, Radio 
Liberty/Radio Free Europe 

country's political situation 

However, although majorly 
utilized as a weapon, radio 
also helped spread the 
message of peace and solidari-
ty. In 1962, during Cuban 
missile crisis, Radio Moscow 
and Voice of America promot-
ed diplomacy among nations 
and mitigated tension that 
may have led to a nuclear 
war, thus proving it an 

ened international communi-
cation.

Youth and 
Radio
Aakarsh Dua

For a medium that caters to 
approximately 95% of the world 
population, a primary and lucra-
tive target remains the young 
minds of the country, making 
their active and engaged participa-
tion absolutely crucial for its 
success. In an era of content 

young audience provides an 
opportunity for them to showcase 
their skills, knowledge and 
creativity to the world. Apart 
from this, children and young 
adults learn the importance of 
responsibility at a young age, 

tive from childlike eyes that are 

An excellent example of the 

Yuva-vani, which became 
functional back in 1973, and 
focused exclusively on the 
creation of content for the youth 
of the nation. It aimed at creating 
programmes on skill develop-
ment, education, arts, music and 

content for 4-5 hours each day 
and gained a lot of popularity in 
its recent years, but had to be later 
shut down after three decades of 

larity and was not very economi-
cally feasible.
Since the time of the World War 
till today, radio has played an 
essential role and it will continue 
to play an important role in the 
world. Earlier, it was used to 
disseminate news and informa-
tion, then education, and now it is 
a mix of a lot of things. Education 
of children and their growth, 
however, remains to be a major 
goal.

Image Source: India Legal

Community Radio 
used for Development World-

wide

Radio used for
 propaganda





 Harmanjot Kaur 

On the 6th of February, 2021, St Xavi-
er’s University , reached another 

its 2nd Convocation but in a new 
normal fashion. The convocation was 

setbacks caused by deadly coronavi-
rus. The whole ceremony was conduct-
ed in the blended mode i.e it was 
conducted both online with the live 

holders from each subject out of the 

faculty members. The ceremony 

decided to conduct the event in 

followed by the discussion of the 
was invited to deliver the Convocation 

work hard and move forward in life.  

from each subject.

and the national anthem. The 
Convocation Ceremony as a 

authorities, Faculty members, 

and memorable for all.
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where we come to make ourselves 

whose birth anniversary is celebrated 

Swamiji.

faculty members of the university. 

Mission. Father recalled the decade of 
1860-70 when the society witnessed the 

society.
followed by the interaction of the 

came to an end with a vote of  Thanks 
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The new normal convocation at 
 St.  Xavier’s University, Kolkata
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